To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hardmgstone 

Rural  District  Council. 


FEBRUARY,  1916. 


Gentlemen, 

As  your  acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  absence  of  my  son  on  War  Duty,  I beg 
to  submit  the  statistical  tables  for  last  year,  with  remarks  on  such  part  of  the  work  of  the 
district  that  may  have  come  to  my  notice  during  the  short  period  for  which  I have  been 
acting.  In  conformity  with  the  finding  of  the  last  census  I have  allowed  for  a pro- 
portionate slight  decrease  in  the  population. 

The  total  number  of  births  was  155 — two  more  than  in  the  previous  year — of  these  83 
were  boys  and  72  girls.  This  gives  a ratio  of  206  births  per  1,000  and  is  almost  the  average 
for  the  last  six  years. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  was  121.  This  is  the  largest  number  of  deaths 
in  the  last  six  years  and  gives  a ratio  of  16  per  1,000.  There  were  19  deaths  in  persons  over 
80  years  of  age.  There  were  no  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  or  enteric  fever  but  there  were  a 
large  number  of  deaths  from  the  other  infectious  diseases — four  from  measles,  five  from 
diphtheria,  six  from  influenza  (mostly  in  old  people),  and  one  from  whooping  cough.  There 
were  nine  deaths  from  tubercular  diseases,  which  is  rather  high.  Twelve  deaths  from  cancer 
and  24  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  a very  high  proportion. 

The  number  of  death  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  was  14,  giving  a ratio  per  1,000 
births  of  90.  This  is  the  highest  number  of  deaths  in  this  class  during  the  last  six  years,  the 
average  being  12.  Four  of  the  deaths  were  from  respiratory  diseases  and  one  from  tuberculosis, 
only  one  from  diarrhoea,  and  two  from  gastritis. 

Table  II.  shows  that  there  were  47  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year, 
or  excluding  chicken  pox,  which  is  not  notifiable  in  other  districts,  37.  Only  one  slight  case 
of  enteric  fever  was  notified.  Most  of  the  other  cases  were  diphtheria  19  cases,  and  scarlet 
fever  10  cases.  These  two  diseases  have  changed  places  : it  used  to  be  very  rare  to  have  cases 
of  diphtheria  in  our  country  districts  but  almost  everywhere  during  the  past  year  diphtheria 
has  been  more  prevalent  than  scarlet  fever.  The  villages  mostly  affected  with  diphtheria  were 
Milton,  Roade  and  Quinton,  all  lying  very  close  together.  I know  little  of  the  two  former 
epidemics  but  at  Quinton  the  cases  occurred  in  the  last  months  of  the  year  ; there  were  seven 
cases  all  in  one  cottage,  with  one  death.  The  cottage  was  in  a very  insanitary  condition  and 
is  now  closed,  it  will  not  be  occupied  again  till  it  is  either  re-built  or  put  in  a quite  sanitary 
state.  The  scarlet  fever  cases  were  all  very  mild  ones,  one  case  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis 
was  notified — a fatal  case.  Seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  treated  in  our  Infectious  Hospital 
and  three  cases  of  diphtheria,  also  three  cases  from  the  Northampton  Rural  District. 

Six  cases  of  tubercular  disease  were  notified  but  one  of  these  was  sent  to  Brompton 
Hospital  and  returned  with  a certificate  saying  they  could  find  no  evidence  of  such  disease. 
Two  cases  were  treated  at  Creaton  Sanatorium,  one  at  the  Northampton  General  Hospital,  two 
at  their  own  homes,  and  one,  a fatal  case,  at  the  County  Tubercular  Dispensary. 
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Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 

Number  of  houses  inspected 

„ „ represented  as  unfit  for  habitation 

„ closing  orders  made 

„ houses  remedied  without  closing  orders 

Defects  remedied  without  closing  orders 


Structural  repairs — floors,  roofs,  &c. 

Drains — repaired  or  connected  to  sewers 
Filthy  houses — cleansed  and  whitewashed 
Yard  pavings  repaired  or  relaid 
Cases  of  overcrowding 
Insanitary  ashpits  remedied 
Insanitary  middens  remedied  or  converted 
Defective  water  supplies  remedied 
Cesspits  cleaned  out 


438 

1 

0 

1 

93 

20 

6 

27 

10 

3 

9 

6 

9 

3 

93 


Plans  for  the  erection  of  two  new  houses,  three  alterations  to  houses,  one  farm  building, 
and  one  for  a Generating  Station  for  the  Northampton  Electric  Light  Company,  have  been 
passed  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 

Sewage  Schemes. — These  have  mostly  been  acting  satisfactorily  and  no  complaints  have 
been  made,  except  in  the  case  of  Roade.  A new  pump  has  now  been  provided  for  the  tank 
here,  and  the  filter  beds  are  being  relaid.  Owing  to  complaints  of  bad  smells  from  the 
drain  openings  at  Milton,  Hardingstone  and  Quinton,  better  stone-ware  gully  traps  have  been 
put  in  and  the  sewers  ventilated. 


Sanitary 

Inspector's  Report. 

Inspections. 

Notices. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

79 

10 

Slaughter-houses 

31 

5 

Bakehouses 

29 

4 

Drains 

10 

1 

Pigsties 

4 

2 

All  these  notices  have  been  complied  with. 

Four  foul  ditches  have  been  cleaned  out. 

Four  new  closets  built. 

Thirty-one  houses  and  six  schools  disinfected. 

Water  Sujtplg. — No  complaints  of  shortness  of  water  have  been  received,  and  the 
water  supply  where  it  has  been  inaugurated  in  the  different  villages  has  been  good  and 
working  satisfactorily. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  from  the  three  offensive  trades  at  work  in  the 
district.  They  have  been  visited  regularly  anil  are  very  isolated  so  not  likely  to  be  a nuisance 
to  the  inhabitants. 

Visits  have  been  regularly  paid  to  the  different  factories,  workshops,  &c.  in  the  district, 
but  they  a*e  not  a numerous  class. 
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Petroleum  Act. — There  are  12  licences  under  this  Act  ; the  houses  have  been  visited  and 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  carried  out  : — 

Six  for  the  keeping  and  storing  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  ; 

Four  for  the  sale  of  Petrol  ; 

Two  for  the  storing  of  Petrol  only. 

Midwifery  Acts. — No  case  of  puerperal  fever  has  been  reported.  The  Notification  of 
Births  Act  is  now  in  force  in  the  district. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  H.  PERCIYAL, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


